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A LICH Men as are the Promoters of Feuds, 
Animofities and Mifanderftandings aniongft 
the good People of England, can mean 

nothing but the Deftrudion of our Conftitution, 
for thefe were ever the Batteries rais’d againft 
our Laws and Liberties. \t was a Maxim laid 
down by the great Cardinal Richleiu, That Eng- 
land was never to be Conquer’d but by ber feif. 
é, e. By fetting its Natives, who are its natural 
Defence, one againft another. Like Fevers 
in the the Natural Body, do thefe Heats and 
Feuds amongſt People of the fame Countrey, 
burn and wafte the Body Politick, till weakned 
by contending Difeafes, they become a Prey to 
any invading Power; Government necellarily 
fuppofes Strength to fupport it, which being 
wanting, a Diflolution muft enfue$ for Bodies 
Politick,as well as Natural,are fubje& to Death ; 
and ,Soveraign Medicines are neceflary to 
maintaintain Life in the one, at well as the o- 
ther, and the beft State-Phyfitians aré fuch as 
"apply Medicines which cool the heat of Blood, 
and bring the Body into adue Temperament. 
Such as Phyfick a State into a Fever, are Pot/on- 
ers, and no Phyſicians; and are fuch as expect 
more by Killing the Patient, than by a Cure, 
We had a late Inftance of the management of 
thefe State-Dodors, in the unhappy Reiga of 
King James II. who put the State into {uch a 
Ferment, that his Government departed this 
Life in about four years time, and how eafily 
might any one judge of its departure,by the va- 
rious Changes, Fluxes and Retloxes of his Coun- 
cils: We had Chartérs Taken away and Refto- 
red in a weekstime ;.we had Orders made and 
un-made in the fame bréafh. His Government 
was in-the condition of a fick Man, whofetorn- 
ing, and fhifting of Places-in his Bed, are but to- 
kensof his Speedy Exit. And whence did all this 
oceed, but from Enflaving Doctrines, which 
put him upon the Attempt of Arbitrary Power, 







which Attempt put him out of the Protedion of | 
the Laws Sia thould 


ws by e fhould have govern’d's and 
the violent Heats and Feuds of contending Par- 
ties, {pirited up to make way for a French Go- 
vernmentsand fuch as was the Fate of Fames,will 
‘be the Fate of every Crown’d Head ĩn Englan 
that fhalf hearken to theAdvice,and be govern’d 
by she Counfels of fncendiaries. yt 
ts’ a'ffrange thing that thefe Seeds of Strife 
fhould grow inthe Land of Canaan and thatFire- 
balls of Contention ——— on the Horns of 
the and yet we fee that thefe Bonrefean’s 
perform theit mifchiefs’ onder the Difguife of 
the Sacred’ Name of Religion, and bri te 
truths of God to Joftify the Caufe of the Devil. 
For have not all thofe Strifes and Contentions, 
Which have fo much weakned our civil Confti- 
tatien, fprong either from the Pride or Malice 





of fuch Ecclefiafticks, as have been govern’d 
more by that Maxim, Divide & Jimpera,than by a 
Spirit of Afeeknefs? And the Layety have been 
much to blame in making themfelves Parties 


“with thefe Men, to the Deftruétion of their 


own Civil Rights 3 which tho’ they are not oppo. 
fite, are of a Nature different from Religion, the 
one being of Divine, and the other of bumane 
Inftitution; and yet I dare be pofitive, that 
none can Legally be a National Religion, that 
dots not cojncidere with the civil Conftitution 
of that Conntrey; I fhall not determine the 
Point, which Religion do’s beft agree with the 
Englifh Conftitution ; but fare l am, that is no 
Religion which teaches Men to be Slaves, and 
builds its. Temples on the Ruins of Men of 
Different Péevrfwaftons from themfelves. 
Difference in Religion ought to make no 
Difference amongft Men in Relation to Govern- 
ment, efpecially amongft fuch who are Natives 
of the fame Countrey, and have a Right to the 
fame Liberties, and Immunities. The Cantons 
of the Switzers, being 13 in Number, and 
Independent one on the other, differ in ma- 
ny Important Points of Religion, and tho’ 
Eight of the {sid Cantons are influenced by the 
Popifh Emiflaries, yet fince they freed them- 
felves fromthe Tyranny of the Hovfe of Haps- 
burgh, Have they fo well agreed in the Coma 
mon fecurity of their Countrey, and thereby 
are become fo Potent in War, that the greateft 


-Princés Court their Friendfhip and Ailiance, 


And ſince they were invaded by the Duke 
of Burgundy with thtee powerful Armies, 
which Armies they fucceflively deftroyed, 
with the Duke himfelf, as we have it faith- 
fully related by Commines, have they lived in 
the Peaceable Enjoyment of their Liberties, 
free from popular Seditions and Tumults, in 
times when all Europe befides have been en- 
gagd in a War: And yet all this while 
have their Differences in Religion remain’d, 
and for all that their civil Liberties have 
been kept entire. 

And why fhould Difference in matters of 
Religion affect England more than the Swifs- 
Cantons? A Churchman, a Presbyterian, a 
Baptift, a Quaker, &c. may all be Englifhmen, 
tho’ they differ in their Sentiments about Re- 
ligion, and certainly he that is not a true 
Englifiman, can never be a true Chriftian: 
Differences in Religion are unavoidable, be- 
caufe the Scripture is the moft certain Role 
to go by in determination of Religions Con- 
troverfies; and one Man is as much a Judge 
as another of the meaning and intent of the 
Scriptures, and may apply it to his own Opini- 
on if he pleafes; For fince the Theocracy, the 
Right of .Belief and Determination is in every 

Mans 
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Mans own Breaſt; but in matters of Government 


there can be no Difference of fuch a Nature, for: 


tho’ the Laws of En of as old a date 
as ‘theyScriptures, y ower. that made 
thafe Laws is ftili in Being, and dayly ex- 
poundsthem Viva Voce. It is therefore good 
Policy in ‘Kings and Ainiſterial Officers, who 
are Governours of 
thofe Differences in Religion, which affe& 
a Stste only as they. are Countenanced by 
the Cilvil Adagiftrate , and fuch Miniſters as have 
fided with any Predominant contending..Party, 
have been thought to intend the fubverfion 
of the Legal Eftablifhment. All Men are born 
with a Right to the Laws of the Land, and 
ought to have an equal fhare in their Pre- 
acction: What matters it the Civil Magiftrate, 
if fome Men love the Mufick of Organs in 
Divine Worfhip, and to Pray by a Form; and 
others love neither, provided they both are o- 
bedient to the Civsl Government? Should he 
take away their Play-things, he would fet the 
Children of one ‘Church. a crying, and fhonid 
he debarr the others of their Humour, he 
would make them fullen, which is contrary to 
the Nature of good Government,’ which con- 
fits in Order and Harmony: Tis the fame 
thing as if my Lady fhould fall out with Ma- 
dam for wearing a higher Topping than 
her Ladyfhip, and Madam fhould fall out 
with Farmer Yobn’s Wife, hecaufe fhe wears a 
long crown’d Hat, and a Petty coat and Waft- 
coat; and the Civil Magiſtrate fhould inter- 
vene to decide this Controverfie, which does 
not at al) affect the Government under his 
Care. Has any one Wife Man in England 
troubled his Head about the prefent Contro- 
verfie betwixt the cpper and lower Houfes 
of Convocatioz, the. Decifion of which, will 
not be one half penny profit or lofs to the 
Exglifh Government ; no,thefe are heats beneath 
the Cognizance of Wife Atagifirates, who ought 
rather to difcourage, than abett the Fomenters 
of Divifions. pi 

Let us but ftri&ly Examine the Ground 
of the Qnarrels of thefe Religious Grumble- 
tonians, and we fhall find them fuch as ftrike 
at al} good Government both in Church and 
State. They want fach a Clergy as they had 
in the Reigns of King Charles 11. and King 


James Wi. who rode Whip and Spur, and. 


could leap their Hackney Confciences over all 
the Fences of Law and Gofpel, to introduce 
an Arbitrary Power. We have now a Cler- 
gy Valuable for their Learning,but much more 
for their Afoderation and Temper towards 
Proteftant Diffenters,; we have a Sett of 
Difhops, which are the Honour and Glory 
of the Englifh Church, as well as the Support 
of the true Proteftant Religion, who very well 
. know how much Religious Feuds weaken the 
Proteftant Intereft 5 they are fuch who ftood 
by our Civil aud Religious Rights, in. times of 
the greateft Danger, and were eminent in the 
Service of the Revolution ; ’tis to one of th 

the Benefit of the Benign Reign of Her prefent 
Majefty, is owing; who fecur’d her under his 
Fatherly Protection, from the Defigns of Papifts 
agaiuſt herPerfon: And certainly We may better 
depend upon the care of fuch inthe Church, 
who ventur’d cheir All to fecure her from 


ingdoms, fc overlook 





Popifh Invaders, than on “fuch as Preach’d 
-uprSlavifh Doétrines to make way for Po- 
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England, mutt allow, that the Church Eftab- 
lit’d can never fobfift-epon a better Founde 
tion than on that of Denity and Terhper towai ds 
fuch 4s. differ from \her only in Circugftan- 
tials of Religion: I need no, other Argument 


| to enforc@ the Truth of this, than the pre- 


ſent Condition of the Church of England, 
who has no Enemy but the Papifis; and fince 
the Moderation of the Clergy, the Church bave 
gain’d many of the, Diffenters (who before 
were her Enemies) into her Communion; whea 
as inthe Tantivy Reigns all true Englifhmen 
that Tov'd~ Liberty and Property, conld not 
heartily clofe with ‘the Church by Reafon 
of its Perfecution; becaufe it is what de- 
ftroys Liberty in all Cafes, and is the very 
Foundation of Tyranny and Ufurpation. | 

{t is our great Comfort that thefe Grumble- 
tonians are but a {mall Party, yet are they 
Induftrions in fpreading their Notions, ténding 
to Strife and Difcord, in all publick Coffee- 
Houfes in and about the Cities of Londcs 
and Weftminfter, and: therefore thefe Refle- 
Ctions were thought neceflary, That where 
ever they come, they may find an Anfwer to 
their Mifchievous Talk. : 

Nor are they more in Love with our 
Judges than with our Bifhops; thofe grave 
Difpenfers of Law are every where traduc’d 
by this Factious Crew, for no other. reafon 
but ‘that their Juftice is anfwerable to their 
Learning, and that they fupport the Englifd 
Conftitution; and therefore was that Ru- 
| mour {pread, as if Her Majefty would dif- 
place fome of the Judges. Corruption of Law 
and Gofpel is what thefe Creatores want; 
they would have a Gofpel planted by Dra 
goons, atid a Bench of Judges manag’d b 
French Principles; they want Jri/h- Evidences 
and Packt Juries, and’ than they would be 
in Statu Qvo: Which God grant may never 
again happen in England. aabooet gpa 

Adrvertilements. 

T HE Reader is defired to take Notice, That for 
"the future this Obſervatoꝛ will be Pub- 
lif'd Twice a Week,” viz. cUedneſda 
and Saturdays t And for the Conveniency 
thofe that fend them into the Country, there. are 
fome Printed on a whole Sheet of Wrising- Paper ; 
fo hat shey have “balf 4 fbeet to write thet 
on : Pei i : tt 2es 28S 


Englands Intereft and the Farmers Friend; 
Shewing the beft way to Improve Land? 
Plainly Demonftrating, That one Acre of Land 
now worth but 20s. per Annum.may be Impro- 
eo Br | * to 100l. per Annum: with 

, or inconfiderable Charge,. 
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umours of a Coffee · Houfe: A Comedy. 

A Walk to Jjlingion; With aDefeription of 
New 7 e-Wells, and Sadler’s. Mufick- 





Houfe. All Three Sold . Hom, i 
Ram- Hicad-Inn-Tard in pF MEAG sc * * 
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